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Education   
J.D. Georgetown University Law Center, 2000 
Ph.D. Computer Science, Columbia University, 1987 
M.S. Computer Science, Columbia University, 1985 
B.A. Computer Science and Mathematics, Columbia University, 1983 
 
Bruce Abramson is the President of Informationism, Inc. and a Senior Consultant to CRA International, 
Inc.  Dr. Abramson is an expert in the law and economics of technology, with a particular emphasis on the 
Internet, software, and the still-emerging world of digital content.  Both his consulting practice and his 
research center on understanding the global transition from industrial age to information age.  As a 
consultant, he helps his clients navigate complex litigation or regulatory hurdles, and execute successful 
launch strategies and growth plans.  As a researcher, he explores the public policies and business models 
that we will need to rethink as the information age unfolds.   

Dr. Abramson has extensive experience in the academic, business, and legal realms.  He has served on the 
faculty of the University of Southern California, as a research adjunct to the faculty of Carnegie Mellon 
University, and as a law clerk for the Hon. Arthur J. Gajarsa of the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit.  His clients have included Fortune 500 companies, major research universities, some of 
the nationÕs largest law fi rms, legal sole practitioners, U.S. and foreign governments, the World Bank, 
and the Electronic Frontier Foundation.  He has won multiple research grants and contracts; advised 
governmental and intergovernmental agencies, startup companies, educational foundations, and non-profi t 
organizations; published over three dozen scholarly articles; presented more than fi fty invited lectures; 
and served on the editorial boards of several journals.  He has contributed to the scholarly literature of 
Computer Science, Management Science, and Law, and is the author most recently of Digital Phoenix: 
Why the Information Economy Collapsed and How it Will Rise Again, (MIT Press, 2005).    His 
forthcoming books include From Saraswati to Laxmi: IndiaÕs Journey Toward an Effective Patent System 
(to be published by the World Bank) and The Secret Circuit: The Little-Known Court Where the Rules of 
the Information Age Unfold (to be published by Rowman &  Littlefield). 

 
Experience 
President, Informationism, Inc., formerly Gordian Solutions, Inc., & BDA Consulting (1988Ð

present) 
Senior Consultant, CRA International (formerly Charles River Associates) (2004-present); 

Principal, (2000Ð03); Consultant, (1998-2000) 
Consultant, The World Bank Group (2006-present) 
Law Clerk, Hon. Arthur Gajarsa, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (2003Ð04) 
Adjunct Professor of Engineering and Public Policy, Carnegie Mellon University (1999Ð2003); 

Adjunct Associate Professor (1994-99) 
Summer Associate, Shearman & Sterling (1999) 
Summer Associate, Howrey & Simon (1999) 
Consultant, The Brattle Group (1997Ð98) 
Director of Economic and Policy Analysis, Cambridge Research Associates, Inc. (1994Ð96) 
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Principal Scientist, Information Extraction and Transport, Inc. (1993Ð94) 
Consultant in Economic and Environmental Analysis, Atlantic Richfield Company (1988Ð94) 
Assistant Professor of Computer Science, University of Southern California (1987Ð93); Faculty 

Research Associate of the Social Science Research Institute (1989Ð93); Faculty Associate, 
Schools of Business and Accounting Advanced Technologies in Information Systems 
Program (1990Ð93)  

Senior Consultant, Arthur Andersen & Co. (1992Ð93) 
Senior Advisor, Putnam, Hayes, & Bartlett, Inc. (1991Ð92) 
Technical Advisor, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (1990Ð91) 
Postgraduate Research Engineer in Computer Science, University of California at Los Angeles 

(1985-87) 
Instructor of Computer Science, Columbia University (1985) 
Assistant Site Supervisor, State University of New York at Buffalo Emeq Hefer Archeological 

Research Program (1983) 
 
 
Academic Honors and Awards 
Elected to the Order of the Coif, Georgetown University Law Center (2000) 
Graduated magna cum laude, Georgetown University Law Center (2000) 
Fellow, Institute for International Economic Law, Georgetown University Law Center (1999Ð

2000); Emeritus Fellow (2000-present) 
John M. Olin Prize in Law and Economics, Georgetown University Law Center (1999); Fellow, 

John M. Olin Foundation for Law and Economics, Georgetown University Law Center 
(1998Ð99) 

CALI Awards for Excellence (4) in the study of Administrative Law; Law and Economics; 
Constitutional Law; and Antitrust Economics and Law, Georgetown University Law Center 
(1999Ð2000) 

Editorial Staff, Georgetown International Environmental Law Review (1998Ð2000) 
Resident Faculty Fellow, University of Southern California (1990Ð93) 
Projects in Innovative Teaching Award, University of Southern California (1989) 
Graduate Fellow, Columbia University Department of Computer Science (1983Ð87) 
DeanÕs List, Columbia University, every undergraduate semester (1980Ð83); and Georgetown 

University Law Center, every year of law school (1998Ð2000). 
 
 

Bar Admissions 
California (2000) 
District of Columbia (2001) 
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (2004) 
Supreme Court of the United States (2005) 
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Selected Accomplishments 
¥ As a consultant to the World Bank, advised the Government of India about the steps 

necessary to complete the reform of their patent system.  Contributed to overall study of 
IndiaÕs knowledge economy, the state of its innovation system, and the further reforms 
needed for the country to transition into the information age. 

¥ As a pro bono consultant to the Electronic Frontier Foundation, helped prepare and file an 
ultimately successful amicus brief in an appellate matter concerning the status of copyrighted 
software under the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. 

¥ Helped two major consumer goods companies gain antitrust clearance to consummate a 
merger worth more than $50 billion. 

¥ Advised a major research university about its internal intellectual property policy, governing 
the relationship among the institution, its faculty and students, and third parties with respect 
to the commercialization of patentable and copyrightable innovations. 

¥ Helped a Federal Appeals Court Judge prepare a dozen legal opinions deciding cases 
involving patents, digital copyrights, antitrust, government contracting, veterans affairs, tax, 
takings, and personnel.  Worked closely with the Judge on both substance and presentation, 
and helped usher the opinions through the panel process to successful publication. 

¥ Wrote over forty bench memos to help a Federal Appeals Court Judge prepare for oral 
argument and decide cases relating to a broad range of legal issues in intellectual property, 
international trade, claims against the U.S. government, veterans affairs, personnel, and other 
areas of the law.  

¥ Integrated software engineering principles into antitrust arguments forwarded to the 
European Commission to aid its investigation of anticompetitive behavior in the software 
industry. 

¥ Investigated arguments favoring adoption of open source software by major organizations, 
with an emphasis on the global public sector.  Advised both public and private sector clients 
about ways to leverage prevailing trends to effect growth. 

¥ Provided antitrust guidance to plaintiffsÕ attorneys seeking to develop a major price-fixing 
case from secret documentary evidence. 

¥ Served as key economic advisor to lead litigation counsel in a complex antitrust matter.  
Client was rapidly losing market share to larger competitors who were vertically integrating 
into clientÕs market niche.  Client was simultaneously engaged in a struggle to restructure its 
business model, business tort and antitrust litigation with one competitor, and merger 
negotiations with another competitor.   

¥ Advised counsel supporting a contested Internet merger about the varying economic theories 
of the Internet.  Demonstrated the differing interpretations of those theories appropriate 
during and after the Internet equity bubble.  

¥ Designated as an expert witness in several litigation matters involving software and Internet 
firms.  Provided counsel with insights into the nature of reasonable behavior inside the 
Internet bubble economy.  Detailed the steps necessary to detect infringement of software, 
and the ways that such analyses differ in patent, copyright, and trade secret cases.   

¥ Testified on behalf of a client about the implications of Bayesian analysis and value of 
information calculations to consumer purchase decisions in advertising. 
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¥ Advised a client with substantial market power in an old-line industry about the 

interrelationship between business models and antitrust exposure in the Internet economy.  
Helped configure final pre-launch projections and prices for the clientÕs Web product. 

¥ Assisted several Internet and software startups in the development of their preliminary 
business plans.  Stressed the need for realistic forecasts of adoption rates and revenue 
models. 

¥ Weighed the federal interest in unencumbered markets against a StateÕs rights and interests in 
the regulation of alcohol on behalf of a client seeking to change state liquor laws. 

¥ Coordinated the economic analyses and data management tasks for unindicted price fixing 
co-conspirator.  Analyzed the relationships among alleged behavior, transactional data, and 
antitrust and trade law.  Jury found client liable but assessed zero damages. 

¥ Modeled and simulated the interrelationships among pending environmental regulations, 
engineering technology, energy demand, and real options markets.  Guided client electric 
utilityÕs decisions about capital investments exceeding a half-billion dollars. 

¥ Devised a probability model to predict the impact of the 1990/91 Gulf War on the world oil 
market.  Worked with political analysts to identify appropriate scenarios that changed a 
major oil companyÕs projections and strategic decisions. 

¥ Engineered a simulation-driven decision support system that integrated qualitative political 
and quantitative economic views of the world oil market.  Produced scenario analyses and 
market forecasts used in an oil companyÕs corporate planning process, and accurately 
predicted market dynamics through the mid-1990s. 

¥ Redesigned a government-sponsored experiment comparing intelligent systems for national 
weather forecasting.  Altered the tasks assigned to the systems, introduced benchmarks into 
the evaluation process, and helped generate a successful second round of experimentation. 

¥ Conceived techniques for coordinating inputs from multiple partially reliable information 
sources to develop simulation systems in areas considered important by the PentagonÕs long-
term research arm.  Played both scientific and managerial roles in developing the systems. 

¥ Authored a political security analysis of a small, US-allied Persian Gulf country, and 
demonstrated how to integrate that analysis with ongoing military simulation exercises.   

¥ Assessed the relationships among intellectual property rights, economic incentives, and 
software and related technologies.  Proposed methods for crafting industry-relevant rights.   

¥ Demonstrated the use of Bayesian statistical techniques to address open questions concerning 
the admissibility of expert testimony.   

¥ Extended structured interviewing techniques first developed for small-scale problem solving 
into spaces containing tens of thousands of variables.  Pioneered the application of these 
techniques to the construction of large-scale decision systems. 

¥ Compared the relative merits of various search algorithms, and demonstrated the inherent 
tradeoffs between information and speed. 
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Testimony and Expert Reports 
¥ Expert Report submitted on behalf of IBM in Fair Isaac Corp. v. International Business 

Machines Corp., (D. Minnesota), Dec. 8, 2005. 
¥ Strategic Integration vs. Software Engineering: The Inadequacy Of The US v. Microsoft 

Remedies, Submitted on behalf of AOL Time Warner to the European Commission, re: 
Statement of Objections Case No. Comp/C-3/37.792 Microsoft 29 Aug. 2001, Jan. 9, 2003. 

¥ Testimony on behalf of Basic Research, Inc., in front of the National Advertising Division, 
New York, NY, Jul. 31, 2002. 

¥ Expert Report submitted on behalf of Cynet, Inc. in Clearfax, Inc. v. Cynet, Inc., (S.D. 
California), Apr. 27, 2001. 

 
 

Grants, Awards, and Research Contracts 
¥ Towards Consensus in Belief Networks: Theoretical Development and an Application to 

Clean Coal Technologies. (With Jayant Kalagnanam and Ed Rubin), National Science 
Foundation (NSF), July 1995 - June 1998. (co-Principal Investigator). 

¥ USACOM Readiness System Integration and Support (Subcontract from SAIC to Cambridge 
Research Associates, Inc.).  Advanced Research Projects Administration (ARPA), May 1995 
- March 1996. (Project Manager). 

¥ System Designer Support for the War Breaker Intelligence and Planning Component. 
(Contract to Information Extraction & Transport, Inc.).  (With Tod Levitt).  Advanced 
Research Projects Administration (ARPA), September 1993 - September 1999 (Investigator). 

¥ HAILFINDER: Bayesian Prediction of Severe Weather.  (With Ward Edwards, Allan 
Murphy, and Robert Winkler), National Science Foundation (NSF), August 1991 - July 1993, 
(co-Principal Investigator). 

¥ Strategic Planning in an Uncertain World: From Theory to Prototype.  National Science 
Foundation (NSF), July 1989 - June 1991,  (Principal Investigator). 

¥ An Introduction to Computing as a Discipline.  USC Projects in Innovative Teaching, August 
1989,  (Principal Investigator). 

¥ Decision Analysis and Artificial Intelligence: The Right Tools for the Right  Problems.  
USC Faculty Research and Innovation Fund, July 1988 - June 1989,  (Principal Investigator). 

 
 
Association Memberships 
American Bar Association (ABA) 
American Economic Association (AEA) 
American Intellectual Property Law Association (AIPLA) 
Federal Circuit Bar Association (FCBA) 
Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
Institute for Operations Research and Management Science (INFORMS) 
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Pending Publications* 
¥ The Secret Circuit: The Little-Known Court Where the Rules of the Information Age Unfold  

(To be published by Rowman & Littlefield, 2007). 
¥ From Saraswati to Laxmi: IndiaÕs Journey Toward an Effective Patent System (To be 

published by the World Bank, 2007). 
¥ Intellectual Property and the Alleged Collapsing of Aftermarkets (To appear in the Rutgers 

Law Journal, 2007). 
¥ Phoenix Rising over the Aegean?  Economic Lessons of the Early Information Age (To be 

published by the Technical Chamber of Greece, 2007). 

 
Books, Monographs, and Volumes 
¥ Digital Phoenix: Why the Information Economy Collapsed and How it Will Rise Again.  

(MIT Press, 2005). 
¥ Probability Forecasting. Edited with Robert Clemen. Special issue of the International 

Journal of Forecasting 11(1), 1995.  
¥ The Expected-Outcome Model of Two-Player Games. Part of the series, Research Notes in 

Artificial Intelligence (Morgan Kaufmann, 1991). 

 
Scholarly Articles** 
¥ The Fettered Liberty to Integrate: Legal Implications of Software Engineering.  With Dmitri 

Mehlhorn.  Boston University Journal of Science and Technology Law, 10: 209-224, 2004. 
¥ From Investor Fantasy to Regulatory Nightmare: Bad Network Economics and the InternetÕs 

Inevitable Monopolists.  Harvard Journal of Law and Technology, 16: 159-228, 2002. 
¥ Promoting Innovation in the Software Industry: A First Principles Approach to Intellectual 

Property Reform.  Boston University Journal of Science and Technology Law, 8: 75-156, 
2002. 

¥ Analyzing Antitrust Analysis: The Roles of Fact and Economic Theory in Summary 
Judgment Adjudication. Antitrust Law Journal 69: 303-343, 2001. 

¥ Blue Smoke or Science? The Challenge of Assessing Expertise Offered as Advocacy. 
Whittier Law Review 22: 723! 778, 2001.  Reprinted as Defense Law Journal 51: 233-286, 
2002. 

¥ Hailfinder: Bayesian Prediction of Severe Weather. With John Brown, Ward Edwards, Allan 
Murphy, and Robert Winkler. International Journal of Forecasting 12: 57Ð71, 1996. 

¥ Probabilistic Forecasts from Probabilistic Models: A Case Study in the Oil Market. With 
Anthony Finizza. International Journal of Forecasting 11: 63Ð72, 1995. 

¥ Probability Forecasting. With Robert Clemen. Intl. Journal of Forecasting 11: 1Ð4, 1995. 
¥ Decision-Analytic Networks in Artificial Intelligence. With Izhar Matzkevich. Management 

Science 41: 1Ð22, 1995.  

                                                
* As of 12/31/06. 
* *  Excludes papers in conference proceedings that were subsumed by later journal articles or book chapters. 
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¥ Probabilistic Multi-Knowledge-Base Systems. With Keung-Chi Ng. Journal of Applied 

Intelligence 4: 19Ð236, 1994.  
¥ The Constructed Producer Behavior Approach to Oil Market Forecasting. With Anthony 

Finizza. In Proceedings, IAEE 16th Annual North American Conference (International 
Association for Energy Economics, 1994), 332Ð341. 

¥ The Design of Belief Network-Based Systems: A Case Study in the World Oil Market. 
Computers and Electrical Engineering 20: 163Ð180, 1993. 

¥ Towards an Art and Science of Knowledge Engineering: A Case for Belief Networks. With 
Keung-Chi Ng. IEEE Transactions on Knowledge and Data Engineering 5: 705Ð712, 1993. 

¥ A Decision-Theoretic Framework for Integrating Sensors into AI Plans. IEEE Transactions 
on Systems, Man, and Cybernetics 23: 366Ð373, 1993. 

¥ A Belief Network-Based System that Forecasts the Oil Market by Constructing Producer 
Behavior. With Anthony Finizza. In Proceedings, IAEE 15th Annual North American 
Conference (International Association for Energy Economics, 1993), 152Ð159.  

¥ Some Complexity Considerations in the Combination of Belief Networks. With Izhar 
Matzkevich. In Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence Ð 93, D. Heckerman and A.J. Mamdani, 
eds. (Morgan Kaufmann, 1993), 152Ð158. 

¥ Deriving a Minimal I-Map of a Belief Network Relative to a Target Ordering. With Izhar 
Matzkevich. In Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence Ð 93, D. Heckerman and A.J. Mamdani, 
eds. (Morgan Kaufmann, 1993), 159Ð165.  

¥ Consensus Diagnosis: A Simulation Study. With Keung-Chi Ng. IEEE Transactions on 
Systems, Man, and Cybernetics 22: 916Ð928, 1992.  

¥ On the Design of Belief Networks for Knowledge-Based Systems. In Artificial Intelligence 
Frontiers in Statistics, D.J. Hand, ed. (Chapman and Hall, 1992), 67Ð81. 

¥ The Topological Fusion of Bayes Nets. With Izhar Matzkevich. In Uncertainty in Artificial 
Intelligence Ð 92, D. Dubois, M.P. Wellman, B. DÕAmbrosio, and P. Smets, eds. (Morgan 
Kaufmann, 1992), 191Ð199. 

¥ Using Belief Networks to Forecast Oil Prices. With Anthony Finizza. International Journal 
of Forecasting 7: 299Ð316, 1991. 

¥ A Sensitivity Analysis of Pathfinder: A Follow-Up Study. With Keung-Chi Ng. In 
Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence Ð 91, B. DÕAmbrosio, P. Smets, and P.P. Bonissone, 
eds. (Morgan Kaufmann, 1991), 242Ð248. 

¥ On Knowledge Representation in Belief Networks. In Uncertainty in Knowledge Bases, 
B. Bouchon-Meunier, R.R. Yager, and L. Zadeh, eds. (Springer-Verlag, 1991), 86Ð96. 

¥ Dynamic Tradeoff Evaluation for Real-Time Spacecraft Monitoring. With Ursula Schwuttke 
and Les Gasser. In Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Workshop on Space Operations, 
Applications, and Research, NASA Conference Publication 3127, 1991. 

¥ A Sensitivity Analysis of Pathfinder: A Follow-Up Study. With Keung-Chi Ng.  Proceedings 
of the Sixth Conference on Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence, 1990, 204-211.    

¥ Competent Systems: Effective, Efficient, Deliverable. Journal of Interactive Instructional 
Development 3: 3Ð8, 1990. 
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¥ On Learning and Testing Evaluation Functions. Journal of Experimental and Theoretical 

Artificial Intelligence 2: 241Ð251, 1990. 
¥ The Statistics of State-Spaces. Annals of Mathematics and Artificial Intelligence 2: 5Ð20, 

1990. 
¥ An Analysis of Expected-Outcome. Journal of Experimental and Theoretical Artificial 

Intelligence 2: 55Ð73, 1990. 
¥ Uncertainty Management in Expert Systems. With Keung-Chi Ng. IEEE Expert 5: 29Ð48, 

1990.  
¥ Expected-Outcome: A General Model of Static Evaluation. IEEE Transactions on Pattern 

Analysis and Machine Intelligence 12: 182Ð193, 1990. 
¥ Control Strategies for Two-Player Games. ACM Computing Surveys 21: 137Ð161, 1989. 
¥ Divide-and-Conquer Under Global Constraints: A Solution to the N-Queens Problem. With 

Moti Yung. Journal of Parallel and Distributed Computing 6: 649Ð662, 1989. 
¥ Review of ÒA Theory of Heuristic Information in Game-Tree Search,Ó by Chun-Hung Tzeng.  

Mathematical Reviews 6364, 1989. 
¥ A Model of Two-Player Evaluation Functions. With Richard Korf. In Proceedings, Sixth 

National Conference on Artificial Intelligence (AAAI, 1987), 90Ð94.  
¥ An Explanation of and Cure for Minimax Pathology. In Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence, 

L. Kanal and J. Lemmer, eds. (North Holland, 1986), 495Ð504. 
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